Social Studies Department

Vision Statement

The Social Studies Department at Lebanon Christian Schools seeks to equip students to apply biblical principles
as they study the people, places, and events that have shaped the world. Rooted in a Christ-centered worldview,
the program emphasizes that God is sovereign over all of history and that human progress and purpose are best
understood through His truth. Students are encouraged to examine the past and present of their communities,
nation, and world with gratitude and discernment, recognizing God’s guiding hand in each.

Through the study of history, geography, government, and culture, students develop an appreciation for their
personal heritage and a respect for others as image-bearers of God. They are called to demonstrate empathy,
justice, and compassion in relationships and to serve as Christ-like leaders within their school, church, and
community. The department’s goal is to help students think critically, act responsibly, and influence the world with
integrity—living as ambassadors for Christ who reflect His character in every cultural context.

Philosophy and Guiding Biblical Principles

The Social Studies curriculum at Lebanon Christian Schools integrates faith and learning to promote academic
excellence and spiritual formation. Teachers guide students through a variety of engaging methods—discussion,
research, projects, and experiential learning—that strengthen understanding and application. Technology and
collaboration are used to help students connect the past, present, and future with purpose and relevance.

Students learn that history is ultimately God’s story, displaying His providence and faithfulness across
generations. They gain understanding of how authority, leadership, and culture operate under God’s design, and
they are challenged to respond with humility and courage. As they study societies and systems, students learn to
lead and serve with wisdom in alignment with Christ’'s example.

Scripture Foundations

e Luke 6:31 — “Do to others as you would like them to do to you.”

e Matthew 28:19 — “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.”

e Daniel 2:21 — “He controls the course of world events; He removes kings and sets up
other kings. He gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to the scholars.”

e Romans 13:1 — “Everyone must submit to governing authorities... those in positions of
authority have been placed there by God.”

e Acts 1:8 — “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will
be My witnesses, telling people about Me everywhere.”



Courses

World Studies Grade: 7 Length: Full Year Credit: N/A

Using BJU Press World Studies Student Text, 4th/5th ed. and supporting maps, timelines, and primary sources,
this course surveys world history and cultures from early civilizations through the modern era from a biblical
worldview. Students examine major civilizations, world religions, and global developments while evaluating events
in light of Scripture and God’s sovereignty over history. In alignment with LCS’s mission to honor Christ by
providing a biblical worldview education in a loving and safe environment, students are challenged to think
critically, live with integrity, and appreciate diverse cultures as image-bearers of God. Projects, discussions, and
skill-building activities encourage students to grow as Christ-like leaders who engage in service and pursue
academic excellence for God’s glory.

American Republic Grade: 8 Length: Full Year Credit: N/A

This course uses BJU Press American Republic Student Edition, 5th ed. to present a chronological study of
United States history from early Native American cultures through the modern era from a Christian perspective.
Students analyze primary sources, key events, and influential leaders while evaluating how American ideals have
reflected or fallen short of biblical truth. In harmony with LCS’s mission to honor Christ and its vision to Live with
integrity, Engage in service, Achieve excellence, and be Dedicated to Christ, students are equipped to practice
discernment and responsible citizenship grounded in a biblical worldview. Class discussions, projects, and
critical-thinking activities help students see God’s providence and prepare them to lead and serve their
communities for Christ.

World History Grade: 9 Length: Full Year Credit: 1

This course examines world events from the Age of European Absolutism and the Reformation to the present day
through the BJU Press World History curriculum (5th ed.), exploring the democratic and industrial revolutions,
forces behind European global dominance, wars that reshaped empires, ideas fueling independence movements,
and effects of global interdependence. Students analyze five key biblical themes—ijustice, power, citizenship,
environment, and world religions—across civilizations, guided by LCS values of Christ-centered excellence,
servant leadership, and community stewardship. Through lectures, media, group interaction, primary sources, and
BJU Press resources, students interpret history via a biblical worldview, gaining God-centered insights into
contemporary issues and God’s kingdom triumph.

World History (Honors)  Grade: 9 Length: Full Year Credit: 1

Prerequisite: Minimum A or B in 8th grade History with teacher, counselor, parent approval with
completed course request form.

This rigorous honors course accelerates through deeper, more advanced content from the Age of European
Absolutism and Reformation to present day using BJU Press World History (5th ed.). Unlike standard World
History, students explore democratic and industrial revolutions, European global dominance, empire-shaping
wars, independence movements, and global interdependence—interpreting and debating these through a biblical
worldview guided by LCS values of Christ-centered excellence, servant leadership, and community stewardship.
With faster pacing, honors students conduct extensive research, defend opinions in debates or essays, and
analyze primary sources alongside lectures, media, and discussions for profound, God-centered insights into
history’s modern relevance.



American History Grade: 10 Length: Full Year Credit: 1

This course surveys U.S. History from Reconstruction to the present through the BJU Press U.S. History
curriculum (5th ed.), featuring student text, activities, assessments, and digital resources. Students focus on
post-Civil War America from a Christian perspective—covering industrialization, Progressive Era reforms, world
wars, the Great Depression, civil rights, Cold War dynamics, and modern globalization—while highlighting God’s
providential hand amid key themes like economic booms/busts, immigration, technological advances, and
America’s global leadership. Guided by LCS values of Christ-centered excellence, servant leadership, and
community stewardship, students integrate historical, cultural, geographic, economic, political, and governmental
viewpoints through lectures, media, primary sources, discussions, a semester-long project, and thematic analysis.
They sharpen critical thinking, research, writing, and reporting skills, connecting past to present before the U.S.
History End-of-Course Assessment.

American History (Honors) Grade: 10 Length: Full Year Credit: 1

Prerequisite: Minimum A or B in World History (Honors) or A in World History with teacher,
counselor, parent approval with completed course request form.

Distinguishing itself from standard U.S. History through greater rigor, this honors course accelerates through
deeper content from Reconstruction to present via BJU Press U.S. History (5th ed.) resources. Students delve
into post-Civil War America from a Christian perspective—industrialization, Progressive reforms, world wars,
Great Depression, civil rights, Cold War, and globalization—highlighting God’s providence amid economic cycles,
immigration, technology, and global leadership. Guided by LCS values of Christ-centered excellence, servant
leadership, and community stewardship, they pursue advanced historical, cultural, geographic, economic,
political, and governmental analysis through lectures, media, primary sources, discussions, and projects and
presentations. Honors students hone superior critical thinking, research, writing, and reporting skills at a faster
pace, connecting past to present.

American Government Grade: 11, 12 Length: Semester Credit: .5

Government prepares students for responsible citizenship by exploring the structure, concepts, and principles of
American government—emphasizing timely and enduring issues like the U.S. Constitution, Bill of Rights,
federalism, law and justice, deficit spending, market economy, and supply and demand—through the BJU Press
Government curriculum (3rd ed.). Students read primary and secondary texts to understand, analyze, and
research political principles from a biblical perspective, guided by LCS values of Christ-centered excellence,
servant leadership, and community stewardship. Through lectures, media, debates, simulations, discussions,
projects, and primary sources, they sharpen issue identification, data collection, problem-solving, critical analysis,
and writing skills to engage as active citizens.

American Government (Honors) Grade: 11, 12 Length: Semester Credit: .5

Prerequisite: Minimum A or B in US History (Honors) or A in US History with teacher, counselor,
parent approval with completed course request form.

Distinct from standard Government, this rigorous honors course accelerates through in-depth principles and
mechanics of a constitutional republic using BJU Press Government (3rd ed.) student text, activities,
assessments, and digital resources like videos and primary source documents. Honors students rigorously
analyze advanced topics—the philosophical foundations of the Constitution, federalism, separation of powers,
political parties, elections, interest groups, judicial review, civil liberties, economic policy, and comparative
governments—from a biblical worldview emphasizing God’s sovereignty in civil authority. Guided by LCS values
of Christ-centered excellence, servant leadership, and community stewardship, they master accelerated lectures,



debates, simulations, research projects, and presentations, honing superior critical thinking to apply biblical truth
in contemporary civic engagement.

Cultural Geography (Jr. High) Grade: 7, 8 Length: Semester Credit: N/A

Cultural Geography elective, powered by BJU Press Cultural Geography (5th ed.), fulfills our mission of honoring
Christ through Biblical worldview education in a nurturing setting, cultivating spiritual and academic Christian
leaders. Aligned with our vision—Live with Integrity, Engage in Service, Achieve Excellence, Dedicated to
Christ—and core values including Christian Leadership, Character, Spirituality, Community, Excellence, Truth,
Compassion, and Service, students investigate global physical landscapes, climates, cultures, economies,
religions, and governments through Creation-Fall-Redemption. They apply Genesis 1:28's Creation Mandate for
stewardship alongside Acts 17:26's view of human unity in diversity, challenging secular globalism with scriptural
discernment to appreciate God's intricate world. Assessments encompass in-depth map projects, reflective
cultural journals, and worldview analyses, equipping servant-leaders to redeem cultures with Christ-centered
wisdom and grace.

Life Skills (Jr. High) Grade: 7, 8 Length: Semester Credit: N/A

Life Skills at Lebanon Christian Schools is a middle-school elective that equips students with practical, everyday
competencies such as personal organization, time management, basic cooking and nutrition, hygiene, and simple
household responsibilities. Rooted in our mission to honor Christ by providing a biblical-worldview education in a
loving and safe environment, the course fosters Christ-like character, diligence, and servant leadership. Through
hands-on activities and real-life simulations, students grow in responsibility, independence, and stewardship,
preparing them for high school courses in Financial Literacy, Economics, and Personal Finance. Aligned with our
vision of forming mature, Christ-like individuals, Life Skills helps students connect daily choices to biblical
principles and to future academic, vocational, and spiritual responsibilities.

Biblical Civi Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12 Length: Semester Credit: .5

Biblical Civics elective embodies our mission to partner with Christian families, training young men and women of
God through a Christ-centered view of authority, justice, and citizenship—distinct from U.S. Government’s
constitutional structures, branches, and policy mechanics. Drawing from BJU Press Heritage Studies and
Hillsdale's 1776 Curriculum, it advances our vision of academic and spiritual excellence, producing
servant-leaders who glorify God with integrity, rooted in core values of biblical truth, Christ-like character, and
community service. Biblical Civics provides the ethical foundation that aligns with and builds upon U.S.
Government: it roots students in godly virtues via Creation-Fall-Redemption (Romans 13 sovereignty; Micah 6:8
mercy), covering Divine Authority, Citizen Virtues (Matthew 22:21), and Church & State (1 Timothy 2);
Government then applies these to American systems. Assessments feature scriptural policy debates and
capstone portfolios for local engagement, nurturing disciples who transform culture through excellence, humility,

and faith.

Founding Documents (Honors)  Grade: 11, 12 Length: Semester  Credit: .5

Prerequisite: Minimum A or B in US Government (Honors) or A in US Government, highly
recommended A in Biblical Civics, with teacher, counselor, parent approval with completed
course request form.

Founding Documents—a rigorous honors social studies elective—equips students to explore the biblical
principles, historical contexts, and enduring ideas that shaped the United States’ founding. Drawing from BJUP,
Heritage, and Hillsdale College curricula, students will analyze primary sources such as the Mayflower Compact,



Northwest Ordinance, Declaration of Independence, Articles of Confederation, U.S. Constitution, Federalist
Papers, and selected state constitutions from the original thirteen colonies. They will discuss the influence of faith,
liberty, and virtue on American government and society. Through advanced critical thinking, moral discernment,
and biblical worldview application, this course aligns with Lebanon Christian Schools’ mission to cultivate wise,
courageous, and compassionate followers of Christ who uphold truth, seek justice, and serve others as citizens of
both heaven and earth.

Psychology Grade: 10, 11, 12 Length: Semester Credit: .5

Psychology elective using BJU Press Psychology (3rd ed.)—a one-semester high school course—embodies our
mission to honor Christ by providing a Biblical worldview education in a loving environment, developing Christian
leaders spiritually and academically. It advances our vision—Live with Integrity, Engage in Service, Achieve
Excellence, Dedicated to Christ—through core values like Christian Leadership, Character, Spirituality,
Community, Excellence, Truth, Compassion, and Service. Students study human behavior, personality, learning,
therapies, cognition, developmental stages, and mental health via Creation-Fall-Redemption (Psalm 139),
contrasting secular theories (Freudian, behaviorist) with Scripture on sin's impact, sanctification, relationships,
and soul care. Prioritizing biblical counseling, discernment of worldly views, and godly mental stewardship over
empirical methods, assessments include scriptural case studies, journaling for self-reflection, personal growth
portfolios, and discipleship projects, nurturing humble servant-leaders who glorify God in every thought.

Sociology Grade: 10, 11, 12 Length: Semester Credit: .5

Sociology elective using BJU Press Sociology (3rd ed.)—a one-semester high school course—embodies our
mission to honor Christ by providing a Biblical worldview education in a loving environment, developing Christian
leaders spiritually and academically. It advances our vision—Live with Integrity, Engage in Service, Achieve
Excellence, Dedicated to Christ—through core values like Christian Leadership, Character, Spirituality,
Community, Excellence, Truth, Compassion, and Service. Students examine social institutions, culture,
socialization, inequality, group dynamics, and social change via Creation-Fall-Redemption (Romans 3:23 sin's
effects; Acts 2:42-47 community), contrasting secular theories with Scripture on family roles, justice (Micah 6:8),
and church's societal impact. Assessments include scriptural cultural critiques, service projects, and worldview
analyses, prioritizing biblical discernment over empirical sociology to nurture servant-leaders transforming society
with godly wisdom.

Economics Grade: 10, 11, 12 Length: Semester Credit: .5

This course teaches the science of economics through the BJU Press Economics curriculum (3rd ed.), featuring a
student text, activities, assessments, and digital resources such as infographics and chapter reviews. Students
explore biblical principles applied to free-market concepts—supply and demand, productivity, banking, inflation,
unemployment, the circular flow of income, business competition, budgeting, credit, debt, saving, and government
intervention—guided by LCS values of Christ-centered excellence, servant leadership, and community
stewardship. Through lectures, media, discussions, and a culminating project, students master personal,
household, and national financial management while fulfilling the Ohio Department of Education and Workforce’s
high school Financial Literacy graduation requirement for all students entering high school beginning in 2022 and
beyond, including the Class of 2026 and subsequent graduating classes.

Macro Economics (Honors) Grade: 11, 12 Length: Semester Credit: .5
Prerequisite: Minimum A or B in Economics
This honors-level semester course uses the BJU Press Economics curriculum to study macroeconomics with

greater depth, rigor, and analytical challenge than a standard high-school economics course. Students examine
national income, GDP, productivity, unemployment, inflation, business cycles, money and banking, fiscal and



monetary policy, and international trade through advanced readings, data analysis, and extended projects. Rooted
in Lebanon Christian Schools’ mission to equip students for Christ-centered excellence, servant leadership, and
community stewardship, this course challenges 11th- and 12th-grade students to think critically about public
policy, global interdependence, and God’s design for work, provision, and human flourishing. Through lectures,
quantitative analysis, discussions, and a substantial culminating project, students engage a more robust and
conceptually demanding curriculum, preparing them for responsible citizenship and service in a complex world.

Micro Economics (Honors) Grade: 11, 12 Length: Semester Credit: .5

Prerequisite: Minimum A or B in Economics

This honors-level semester course uses the BJU Press Economics curriculum to study microeconomics with
greater depth, rigor, and analytical precision than a general economics course. Students explore supply and
demand, market equilibrium, elasticity, competition, pricing, production costs, and consumer behavior through
advanced problem-solving, case studies, and extended applications to real-world choices about work, spending,
saving, and entrepreneurship. Guided by a biblical worldview and aligned with LCS values of Christ-centered
excellence, servant leadership, and community stewardship, the course connects free-market principles to
themes of stewardship, honesty, and service, helping students see their economic choices as acts of worship and
responsibility. Through simulations, data-driven projects, and a rigorous final assignment, 11th- and 12th-grade
students engage a more robust and conceptually demanding curriculum, preparing them to navigate personal and
professional economic decisions with integrity, wisdom, and compassion.

Junior High Core Social Studies Courses (Grades 7-8)

Course Name Level Grade Length Credit
World Studies Standard/College 7 Full year N/A
rep
American Republic Standagd/College 8 Full year N/A
rep
Junior High Social Studies Electives
Course Name Grade(s) Length Credit
Cultural Geography 7-8 Semester N/A

Life Skills 7-8 Semester N/A




High School Core Social Studies Courses (Grades 9-12)

Course Name Level Grade Length Credit
: Standard
World History College/Prep 9 Full year 1
World History Honors * 9 Full year 1
American History Standagd/College 10 Full year 1
rep
American History Honors * 10 Full year 1
American Standard/College 11-12 Semester 05
Government Prep
American Honors * 11-12 Semester 0.5
Government
High School Social Studies Electives (Grades 9-12)
Course Name Grade(s) Length Credit
Financial Literacy ** 9-10 Semester 0.5
Biblical Civics 9-12 Semester 0.5
Psychology 10-12 Semester 0.5
Sociology 10-12 Semester 0.5
Economics 10-12 Semester 0.5
Founding Docu*ments 11-12 Semester 0.5
(Honors)
Personal Finance 11-12 Semester 05
(Honors)
Macro EconoTics 11-12 Semester 0.5
(Honors)
Micro EconoTics 11-12 Semester 0.5
(Honors)

Asterisks (*) mark courses with prerequisites (e.g., minimum grade average and approvals from teacher,
counselor, and parent).

Double asterisks (**) mark graduation requirements.

All courses align with LCS core values—Live with Integrity, Engage in Service, Achieve Excellence,
Dedicated to Christ—through biblical integration and Christ-centered instruction.
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