
English Language Arts Department 
 
 
Vision Statement 
​
At Lebanon Christian Schools, the English Language Arts (ELA) program cultivates a community of learners 
engaged in reading, writing, speaking, and listening with purpose and discernment. These core 

 skills foster communication, critical thinking, and knowledge acquisition while revealing God’s sovereign design in 
language—a meaningful, ordered gift reflecting His wisdom and faithfulness. Rooted in the LCS mission to equip 
students academically and spiritually for Christlike living, the English Department encourages students to use 
language to know God, understand others, and steward truth. 

Through a Creation–Fall–Redemption framework, students learn that words can both wound and heal, persuade 
and restore. As they interpret literature from a biblical worldview, they gain empathy, confidence, and insight, 
preparing to lead and communicate the hope of Christ wherever He calls them. 

Philosophy and Guiding Principles 
​
The ELA curriculum integrates concepts, skills, and biblical truth to challenge and support student learning across 
disciplines. Instruction uses varied strategies and technology to deepen understanding, enhance communication, 
and apply learning to real-life contexts. 

Students develop proficiency in comprehension, analytical and creative writing, vocabulary, grammar, and oral 
communication. Through literature study, they practice discernment, critical thinking, and faithful expression, 
recognizing language as a gift from the supreme Communicator. The program’s goal is to prepare spiritually 
grounded, articulate communicators who think critically, lead humbly, and share truth with clarity and grace. 

 

Scripture Foundations 

●​ 1 Peter 3:15 — “But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an 
answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do 
this with gentleness and respect.” 

●​ Romans 12:2a — “Do not conform to the pattern of this world but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind.” 

 
Courses 

 
 

7th Grade Language Arts​ (Standard/College Prep)  

Grade: 7​         ​ ​ Length: Full year ​           ​          ​ Credit:  N/A 

Seventh Grade English at Lebanon Christian Schools uses BJU Press English 7 materials to engage students with 
literature and language arts through a Christian worldview. Students study six genres—novel, short story, 
nonfiction, poetry, drama, and folk literature—with emphasis on novels, drama, and poetry, analyzing characters, 
themes, and author choices biblically in historical contexts. Using BJU Press Literature and Writing & Grammar 7, 
they build vocabulary, spelling, grammar, and composition skills for clear written and oral communication to 



diverse audiences. Writing follows a structured process, including narrative, informative, and argumentative 
pieces that promote truthful, gracious expression. Students evaluate ideas biblically, develop Christlike character, 
and use language to glorify God within LCS. They work at or above grade level for upper-level courses. 
 
 

8th Grade Language Arts (Standard/College Prep)  

Grade: 8​ ​ ​ ​ Length: Full year ​           ​          Credit: N/A 

Students in this eighth grade English course at Lebanon Christian Schools interpret literature and language 
through a Christian worldview, building on BJU Press English 7 with BJU Press English 8 materials. Students 
master annotating, public speaking, and six literary forms—novel, short story, nonfiction, poetry, drama, folk 
literature—emphasizing nonfiction, short story, and folk literature analyzed biblically in context. Using BJU Press 
Writing & Grammar 8, they explore writing types with focus on vocabulary, spelling, grammar, and punctuation, 
prioritizing informational text via narrative, informative, and argumentative compositions that foster truthful, 
gracious expression. Students evaluate ideas scripturally, build Christlike character, and glorify God with language 
in LCS. They work at or above grade level. 
 

8th Grade Language Arts (Honors)    Grade: 8          Length: Full year ​   Credit:  N/A  

Prerequisite: Minimum A or B average in 7th grade Language Arts with teacher, counselor, and 
parent approval with completed course request form. 
 
Students in this eighth grade Honors English course at Lebanon Christian Schools interpret literature and 
language through a Christian worldview, using an accelerated BJU Press Fundamentals of Literature and Writing 
& Grammar 8 for deeper study than regular 8th grade English. Students read, annotate, and comprehend six 
literary forms—novel, short story, nonfiction, poetry, drama, folk literature—with advanced applications, 
contrasting human perspectives with biblical truth, evaluating themes in context, and discerning author intent 
deeply. BJU Press fosters higher-order thinking, critical analysis, and questioning as students apply biblical 
discernment to complex characters, plots, and themes. Effective speech, listening, and oral communication 
emphasize advanced grammar, vocabulary, and sophisticated writing—like research reports and persuasive 
essays—promoting truthful, gracious expression to glorify God in LCS culture. This rigorous course prepares 
students for high school Honors English, expecting top performance.  

 
Christian Literature (Jr. High)     Grade: 7, 8​    Length:  Semester​            Credit:  N/A 

Students are introduced to the importance and relevance of journalism historically and in society today, exploring 
how truth‑telling and responsible communication serve the common good and shape public understanding. They 
will learn investigative skills, ethical reporting, and journalistic writing techniques as they create their own news 
and feature articles, practicing accuracy, fairness, and clarity. This course connects directly to English language 
arts, reinforcing reading, analysis, synthesis, writing, and rhetoric as students apply core language arts skills 
through journalistic inquiry and publication. Students will conduct interviews, research, write, and design their own 
publications, applying multimedia, investigative, video, and traditional journalism, as well as podcasting, to 
communicate stories in engaging and responsible ways. In alignment with Lebanon Christian Schools’ mission to 
glorify God in all things and provide a Christ‑centered education grounded in Christian morals and ethics, students 
are challenged to Live with Integrity, Engage in Service, Achieve Excellence, and remain Dedicated to Christ by 
pursuing truth, stewarding information responsibly, and using their voices to inform, encourage, and serve others 
in their school and broader community. 

 
 



English 9   (Standard/College Prep)  

Grade: 9​ ​ ​   Length: Full year ​           ​            Credit: 1  

English 9 builds upon foundational language arts skills while developing students’ ability to read, write, think, and 
communicate from a biblical worldview. Using BJU Press materials, students will study a variety of literary 
genres—including short stories, poetry, drama, and the novel—learning to recognize and evaluate literary 
elements and themes through the lens of Scripture. Instruction emphasizes literary analysis, composition, 
grammar, and vocabulary development to strengthen both written and oral expression. Independent reading, 
extension projects, and purposeful technology integration will enrich learning and encourage students to apply 
biblical principles as they discern truth, appreciate beauty, and communicate effectively for the glory of God. 

 
English 9 (Honors)​​  Grade: 9​ ​ ​ Length: Full year ​           ​ Credit: 1  

Prerequisite: Minimum A or B average in 8th grade Language Arts (Honors) or A in 8th grade 
Language Arts with teacher, counselor, and parent approval with completed course request 
form. 

Accelerated English 9 provides a rigorous, fast-paced study designed for students who demonstrate strong 
reading, writing, and analytical skills. Using BJU Press materials, students will engage in an in-depth examination 
of literature across multiple genres, exploring how authors convey truth, beauty, and virtue through the lens of a 
biblical worldview. Advanced literary analysis and critical discussion will challenge students to interpret complex 
texts, evaluate ideas thoughtfully, and articulate insights with clarity and purpose. Writing instruction will 
emphasize sophisticated composition through expository, narrative, and persuasive forms, supported by 
comprehensive grammar study and vocabulary development. Attention to Greek and Latin roots will strengthen 
language precision and comprehension. Independent reading, research-based extension projects, and technology 
integration will encourage students to pursue excellence in literary scholarship and to communicate effectively for 
the glory of God.  
 
English 10 ​ (Standard/College Prep)  

 Grade: 10​ ​ ​ Length: Full year ​           ​           Credit: 1  

Sophomore English builds upon English 9 and Accelerated English 9, leading students into deeper study of 
literature and literary analysis from a biblical worldview. Using BJU Press Literature 10 (Elements of Literature) 
and Writing & Grammar 10, students explore diverse genres, cultures, and a complete play, focusing on advanced 
concepts like imaginative comparison, sound, allusion, symbol, and irony in light of Scripture. They apply 
literary-critical vocabulary to evaluate worldviews and moral ideas in classic works, cultivating biblical 
discernment. The course integrates grammar, vocabulary, and composition in a “Year of the Essay,” offering 
practice in informative, narrative, and persuasive writing and presentations. Regular reading, discussion, and 
research culminate in a formal research paper and presentation.  

 
English 10 (Honors)​ ​  Grade: 10​ ​ Length: Full year ​           ​ Credit: 1 

Prerequisite: Minimum A or B average in 9th grade Language Arts (Honors) or A in 9th grade 
Language Arts with teacher, counselor, and parent approval with completed course request 
form. 
 
English 10 Honors is a rigorous, fast-paced Sophomore English curriculum for motivated students, building on 
English 9 and Accelerated English 9 with deeper analysis and advanced composition from a biblical worldview. 
Using BJU Press Literature 10 (Elements of Literature) and Writing & Grammar 10, students explore diverse 



genres, cultures, a complete play, and supplements, examining allusion, symbol, irony, and rhetoric in light of 
Scripture and LCS values of academic excellence and Christ-centered truth. Students complete outside reading to 
free class time for analyzing literary forms and discussing increasingly complex fiction/nonfiction, showing 
proficiency in comprehension and interpretation. Emphasizing BJU’s “Year of the Essay,” the course expands 
formal/informal writing techniques—informative, narrative, persuasive, argumentative—and presentations. 
Research projects apply the writing process with sources, stressing technical mastery as students collaborate to 
achieve deeper understanding and personal application of literature and writing.  

 
English 11​ (Standard/College Prep)   

Grade: 11​ ​ ​ Length: Full year ​           ​ Credit: 1  

This BJU Press-aligned 11th Grade English course (American Literature and Writing & Grammar 11) surveys 
American literature chronologically from Native American fables and colonial writings to 21st-century works, 
emphasizing historical contexts, genres, movements, and authors—tracing the development of 20th-century 
literature and its ties to American society through acclaimed popular and critical works. Students master analysis 
of point of view, diction, allegory, figurative language, irony, poetic devices using BJUP mentor texts, reading 
strategies, and projects like essays on personal experiences, research papers, and literary analysis. Grammar 
integrates parts of speech, sentence structure, and mechanics in thematic writing units for informative, 
explanatory, analytical compositions. Technology aids research and collaboration. Through a Christ-centered 
biblical worldview aligning with LCS core values—Live with Integrity, Engage in Service, Achieve Excellence, 
Dedicated to Christ—students evaluate texts discerning God's truth, redemptive themes, and Christlike 
communication in a faith-honoring environment for academic excellence and stewardship. 
 

English 11 (Honors)​  Grade: 11​ ​     Length: Full year ​           ​      Credit: 1  

Prerequisite: Minimum A or B average in 10th grade Language Arts (Honors) or A in 10th grade Language 
Arts with teacher, counselor, parent approval with completed course request form. 

This accelerated honors edition intensifies BJU Press American Literature (4th ed.) and Writing & Grammar 11 
(4th ed.) at a faster pace with greater depth, surveying U.S. literature from Native American traditions to 
21st-century works while thoroughly examining historical contexts, genres, movements (Puritanism, Romanticism, 
Realism, Modernism), and key authors (Edwards, Hawthorne, Twain, Fitzgerald, Hemingway)—all aligned with 
LCS values: Live with Integrity, Engage in Service, Achieve Excellence, and Dedicated to Christ. Students master 
advanced analysis of point of view, diction, allegory, figurative language, irony, and poetic technique using BJU 
texts, teacher guides, student worktexts, tests, digital keys, plus honors extensions such as sophisticated 
analytical essays, MLA research projects, and Socratic seminars. Grammar further advances diagramming, 
complex clauses, and mechanics to support elevated, audience-aware writing. Technology meaningfully supports 
research and collaboration. Through a Christ-centered biblical worldview, students evaluate texts for truth, 
redemptive themes, ethical discernment, and Christlike expression within a challenging, faith-nurturing academic 
environment. 

English 12 ​ ​   Grade: 12​ ​ ​ Length: Full year ​           ​ Credit: 1  

This BJU Press-aligned 12th Grade British Literature course (British Literature for Heritage Studies and Writing & 
Grammar 12) examines works from Anglo-Saxon writers to contemporary authors across drama, poetry, satire, 
novels, short stories, mystery, young adult novels, non-fiction, and contemporary music, refining students' reading 
comprehension, style analysis, and rhetorical insight using BJUP resources like mentor texts, chronological 
timelines, and projects on literary eras (e.g., Medieval, Renaissance, Romanticism, Victorian). The course 
emphasizes the writing process—including formal research, creative projects, literary analysis, and 
persuasion—taught with grammar covering advanced syntax, usage, and composition for research papers, 



speeches, and critiques, helping students mature as writers, researchers, speakers, listeners, and critical thinkers. 
Technology supports research and multimedia. Through a Christ-centered biblical worldview aligning with LCS 
core values—Live with Integrity, Engage in Service, Achieve Excellence, Dedicated to Christ—students evaluate 
texts discerning God's truth, providence, and Christlike wisdom in a faith-honoring environment for academic 
excellence and stewardship. 

Creative Writing ​ ​   Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12​​   Length: Full year ​           ​ Credit: 1  

Drawing from BJU Press Creative Writing curriculum, this elective fosters original expression in poetry, short 
stories, personal narratives, drama, and songwriting. Students master literary elements—plot structure, character 
development, vivid imagery, natural dialogue, and distinctive voice—via classic exemplars and their own drafts. 
Workshops stress thorough revision, peer feedback, and publication readiness, applying Ephesians 4:29 ("Let no 
corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for building up") to stewardship, truth-telling, 
and redemptive storytelling. Aligned with LCS values of academic excellence, spiritual formation, and grace-filled 
discourse, students build a professional portfolio for testimony or ministry, glorifying God through imaginative gifts 
(1 Peter 4:10). Labs feature spoken word events and group readings.  

 
Speech ​ ​   Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12​​   Length: Semester ​           ​ Credit: .5 

Utilizing BJU Press Fundamentals of Speech resources, this elective equips students for persuasive, informative, 
extemporaneous, impromptu, and ceremonial speaking, rooted in 1 Peter 3:15 ("Always be prepared to give an 
answer... with gentleness and respect"). It covers classical rhetoric, delivery techniques, debate formats, biblical 
apologetics, and platform presence through forensics events, researched orations on worldview topics, and 
dramatic interpretation of sacred texts. LCS's servant-leadership mission cultivates confident, ethical 
communicators who honor Christ in public discourse. Performances enhance poise via video critiques, audience 
practice, timed exercises, peer evaluations, and self-reflection, culminating in a capstone speech defending 
personal faith convictions.  
 
 

 

 

Junior High Core ELA Courses (Grades 7-8) 
 

Course Name Level Grade Length Credit 

7th Grade 
Language Arts 

Standard/College 
Prep 7 Full year N/A 

8th Grade 
Language Arts 

Standard/College 
Prep 8 Full year N/A 

8th Grade 
Language Arts Honors * 8 Full year N/A 

 

 



High School Core ELA Courses (Grades 9-12) 
 

Course Name Level Grade Length Credit 

English 9 
Standard/College 

Prep 9 Full year 1 

English 9 Honors * 9 Full year 1 

English 10 
Standard/College 

Prep 10 Full year 1 

English 10 Honors * 10 Full year 1 

English 11 
Standard/College 

Prep 11 Full year 1 

English 11 Honors * 11 Full year 1 

English 12 
Standard/College 

Prep 12 Full year 1 

Junior High ELA Electives 
 

Course Name Grade(s) Length Credit 

Christian Literature 7-8 Semester N/A 

 

High School ELA Electives (Grades 9-12) 
 

Course Name Grade(s) Length Credit 

Creative Writing 9-12 Full year 1 

Speech 9-12 Semester 0.5 

 

Asterisks (*) mark courses with prerequisites (e.g., minimum grade average and approvals from teacher, 
counselor, and parent). 



All courses align with LCS core values—Live with Integrity, Engage in Service, Achieve Excellence, 
Dedicated to Christ—through biblical integration and Christ-centered instruction. 
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